Name:_____________________


Issues Paper Outline 

Introduction

1. What is the topic you are writing about?

2. What is your stand on this topic (are you for it or against it, or do you think something needs to be changed, such as a law)?

First Body Paragraph

1. Give one reason why you feel the way you do about your topic.

2. Give one piece of evidence to support your reason (a personal story, a fact or statistic, or a hypothetical “what if” situation)

Second Body Paragraph

1. Give a second reason why you feel the way you do about your topic.

2. Give one piece of evidence to support your second reason (a personal story, a fact or statistic, or a hypothetical “what if” situation)

Third Body Paragraph

1. Give a third reason why you feel the way you do about your topic.

2. Give one piece of evidence to support your third reason (a personal story, a fact or statistic, or a hypothetical  “what if” situation)

Counterclaim

1. Give one good reason why someone might disagree with your main argument.

2. Tell me why you think that person would be wrong (give a counterclaim to their claim or point).

Conclusion

1. Sum up your main idea and your strongest arguments for it here:

Issues Paper Checklist

___ Issues Paper Graphic Organizer and outline is used (20 points)

___ Essay has a rough draft (50 points)

___ Essay has undergone revisions (25 points)

___ Essay has an appropriate title (10 points)
___ Demonstration of sentence fluency throughout the entire piece (10 points)

___ Demonstration of a wide variety of word choices, that enhance the writing (10 points)
___ Essay is typed (10 points)

___ Writer’s voice is present and vivid throughout (10 points)

___ Essay introduction includes an attention grabber (10 points)

___ Essay introduction includes a thesis statement that says clearly what your essay is about (20 points)

___ Essay includes a hypothetical situation (10 points)

___ Essay includes an anecdote (a brief personal story) (10 points)

___ Essay includes a fact or statistic from a reliable source, and the source is named (10 points)

___ Essay includes an opposing argument and your counterclaim (10 points)

___ Essay includes a conclusion that sums up your arguments in new words (10 points)
___ Essay is free from grammatical errors (10 points)

___ =             (225 points possible)

Sources

For your fact or statistic, you need to use a reliable source. You also need to tell me the source that you used (where you got the information from).

For example, you might write, “According to a Sept. 16, 2008 article in the LA Times titled…” and then give your fact or statistic.

Reliable sources include:

· Library reference books (encyclopedias etc.)

· Magazines

· Newspapers
· Well-known news websites such as latimes.com, cnn.com, npr.org, dailynews.com, pbs.org, scpr.org, etc. 

· Any website that ends with .edu (it must be a school)

· Any website that ends with .gov (it must be a government agency)

